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BEURJECT: The New Cambodian Estlmate--
A Piatus Heport

5. A Southesst Asia istaliigence community mestiag took
place oa Ii July to discues the new Cambodian estimate. The catalysi
for this estircate is the lkelihcod that the UN will retorn an unizvorable
wote conceralag the GKER's sest. This vote ¢ould accur as eacly as
September {previcus view has been thut the probler would not iriase
uatil December).

2. The priacipal question which the HIE will address is, if
the UNwvote ig unfavorable, what will be fts impaet uvpoen the Lon MNal
goverament's viability?

3. From & military steadpoint, the gemeral view of the
commaualty 1s that sn cafavorahle vote in the TN will have littie impact
on the war liself. The past year has shown that the KC's military
capabilities do not match their intentions, 2ad the UM vote lstae will
give the KT no imcreased military capability.

4, The military sitration aside, the senpe of the present
commanity view ls that the CEA’s sitvation coatianes to be critical
bat not serious. The same CGKR vulnerabllities are there, l.e.,
weaknese of the eccnomy, disunity of the political leadership,
absolute rellance upoa UF support, stuleat dissidence, etc, The
communlty’s view, I judge, is that cafevorsble vote will further
exacerbale these volnerabilitien; however, it will not result in an
imreediate crisiz or fall of the Loa Mol geverament,

5. Instead, the seasing I get in that the unfavorable vote will
be simply another seil in the GHR's coffin, The consenscs view of the
assembled community represeatatives is that the GKR coatinues in
decilae, there are few or uo optimistic signe, the unfavorable UN vote
will increase the rate of decline at & slightly greater pace, but the
safavorable factors will not hriaz an eerly and to the CKK.
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b, The most seansitive matter, of course, is US aid,
Without US ald, the GKR cbviously goes under, aad fust. Therefore,
the most crucial issue becornes what is the relationship betweea an
usfavorable UN vote and future US lunding of the Cambodian venture?

7. The NIE will likely come down hard on the cruclality oi
US ajd. It remalnas to be seen if the community will make clear the
fundamental dilemma of the Cambodian problem, i.e., there is little
or no likelihood of the long-~tarm survivability of the Lon Mol govera-
meat. *ithout making this crystal clear, the intelligence comemunity
will not have adeguately served the national dec¢iston makers in their
grappling with this hard fssue:

Given the unlikslihood of the long-term coatinuance

of Lon Mol's GKR, how long, and at what level of support,
should we continue to fuad this eadeavor?
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